
Word Choice: Definition 

Word Choice is the use of rich, colorful, precise language that communicates not just in a 
functional way, but in a way that moves and enlightens the reader.  In good descriptive 
writing, strong word choice paints pictures in the reader’s mind. In informational writing, 
strong word choice clarifies, explains, and expands ideas.  In persuasive writing, strong 
word choice compels the reader to see things clearly and, sometimes to agree with the 
reader. Effective word choice is characterized not so much by exceptional vocabulary as 
by the ability to use everyday language naturally and in a fresh or unexpected way.   1

Word Choice in Young Writers
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What to look for in pictures:                                                                                   

        

• Striking labels or titles 

• Speech (often enclosed in bubbles) 

• Language woven into the picture- for example, via signs 

What to look for in text:   

• Words of any kind 

• Words you can read and make sense of 

• Words that replace old, tired standards- for example, something other than nice, 
good, fun, cool, neat, really, very 

• Strong verbs- the heart of good writing 

• Words that paint a picture 

• Sensory words that help you hear, smell, feel, or touch the moment 

• A stretch to use a new or unusual word 

• The right word at the right moment-for example, “My socks are soggy” (compare 
wet) 

                                                           
1  McMahon, Carolyn, and Warrick, Peggy (August 2005). Wee Can Write: Using 6+1 Trait Writing Strategies with 
Renowned Children’s Literature.  Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory: Portland, OR. 

2 Spandel, Vicki. (2004). Creating Young Writers: Using the Six Traits to Enrich Writing Process in Elementary 
Classrooms.  
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 K 
Standard 

 Grade 1 
Standard 

 Grade 2 
Standard 

 Grade 3 
Standard 

 
 

 
Recognizable 
words 
 
 
May attempt 
descriptive words 
or phrases 
 
Familiar written 
language  
 
 
 
Picture enhances 
words or phrases 

 
 

 
Uses  general or 
ordinary words 
 
 
Attempts new 
words but they 
don’t always fit 
 
Uses favorite words 
correctly  
 
Attempts to use 
descriptive or 
interesting words 

 
 

 
Uses specific words  
 
May borrow 
interesting words or 
phrases from 
literature or 
environment 
 
Experiments with 
precise nouns 
and/or strong verbs 
 
Experiments with 
adjectives 
 

 
 

 
Words create 
clear pictures in 
places 
 
 
Uses some 
precise nouns 
and/or strong 
verbs 
 
Uses adjectives 
effectively- no 
adjective 
overload  



Word Choice 

Exemplars for Kindergarten Standard 

Exemplars are based on where students should be at the end of the year.  Exemplars  for Word Choice 
are only provided for grade level standards K-3.  

 

Kindergarten  
Standard 

Title Explanation  

Recognizable words 

May attempt 
descriptive words or 
phrases 

Familiar written 
language  

Picture enhances 
words or phrases 

Boom Boom  
 
 

The writer uses many recognizable words and repetitively 
uses a verb to describe an event. Picture enhances words.  

Rising Sun This paper has many recognizable words. The writer uses 
story language and experiments with descriptive words 
(‘rising high’) 

Rice  This piece has many recognizable words. The writer 
experiments with descriptive words and uses repetition to 
add expression to her writing.  Pictures enhance the writing 
and are very detailed.  

 









Word Choice 

Exemplars for Grade 1 Standard 

Exemplars are based on where students should be at the end of the year.  Exemplars for Word Choice 
are only provided for grade level standards K-3.  

 

Grade 1 
Standard 

Title Explanation 

Uses  general or 
ordinary words 

Attempts new 
words but they 
don’t always fit 

Uses favorite words 
correctly  

Attempts to use 
descriptive or 
interesting words 

Swimming Monkey  The writer uses story language and specific language 
(scientist’s ). The illustrations enhance the story with detail 
and speech bubbles. Words untypical to grade level 
(daydreamed, townspeople) make this piece exemplary.  

Bella  The writer uses story language and favorite words correctly. 
The writer uses descriptive words and detailed illustrations to 
enhance the story.   
 

Snakes The writer uses specific descriptive words related to the topic 
(slither, guide, reptile, venom). Favorite words (snake) are 
used correctly.  

 























Word Choice 

Exemplars for Grade 2 Standard 

Exemplars are based on where students should be at the end of the year.  Exemplars for Word Choice 
are only provided for grade level standards K-3.  

Grade 2 
Standard 

Title Explanation 

Uses specific 
words  

May borrow 
interesting words 
or phrases from 
literature or 
environment 

Experiments with 
precise nouns 
and/or strong 
verbs 

Experiments with 
adjectives 

The Adventure Uses specific words & precise nouns (hand sanitizer, species, 
& Slavery Machine 2000).  Includes strong verbs (blasted, 
realized & defeated).  Experiments with adjectives (evil). 
 
 

The Mouse & The 
Tow Truck 

Uses specific words & precise nouns (gear shift, tow truck, 
Karate & Bob).  Uses strong verbs (crept & struggled).  
 
 
 

Mount Washington Includes specific words & precise nouns (Mt. Washington & 
characters names).  Has strong verbs (chosen, screamed & 
boarded).  Borrows interesting phrases (OMG!).  
Experiments with adjectives (color words, huge & bumpy). 

 

















Word Choice 

Exemplars for Grade 3 Standard 

Exemplars are based on where students should be at the end of the year.  Exemplars for Word Choice 
are only provided for grade level standards K-3.  

 

Grade 3 
Standard  

Title Explanation 

Words create 
clear pictures in 
places 

Uses some 
precise nouns 
and/or strong 
verbs 

Uses adjectives 
effectively- no 
adjective 
overload 

Being an Anaconda Uses precise nouns (craving, Anaconda, Brazil & Guinness 
Book of World Records) and uses strong verbs (slithered& 
gardening) to create clear pictures.  Uses adjectives to 
enhance the visual imagery (slimy & swampy). 

The Gift Uses descriptive words that create a clear picture (“My eyes 
started swelling…”) Precise nouns and strong verbs are used 
(fascination, rushed, muttered, running buddy).  Uses a good 
variety of nouns and verbs. 

The Infinate Gift Uses words to create a clear visual image, including precise 
nouns, strong verbs, and adjectives (infinite gift, green orb, 
purple sparks, disintegrating). 

 






















